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corporations to give the force of law to extreme measures.
Most of these corporations, they said, were erected in places
which were mere hamlets. It would be far better to wait till
commerce had, in the course of time, turned them into towns,
arid in the meanwhile to be satisfied with the representation
which the county members would give to the newly-settled
districts. If the King would call a Parliament in which Ire-
land was fairly represented, and would give his consent to the
repeal of the penal laws already in existence, he would win the
hearts of his subjects for ever.

To this letter no answer was vouchsafed. On February 24,
1613, Chichester, who had already received a grant of O'Dog-
Feb. 24. herty's lands in Innishowen as a mark of his sove-
cl?ichester^^ reign's favour, was raised to the Irish Peerage by the
Peerage, title of Lord Chichester of Belfast. Before the end
of April the number of the new boroughs was swollen to 39,
returning, together with the University of Dublin, 80 mem-
bers to Parliament.1 The session was appointed to open on
May 18.

Apparently as a matter of precaution, directions were given
by the English Privy Council to send over Sir Patrick Barn-
May ii.    wall, who had spoken strongly in opposition to the
sBemnfor.U      new boroughs,2    On the jyth, the day before the
May i7.    meeting of Parliament, ten of the Catholic lords laid
Protestor     before Chichester a protest against the creation of
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Lords. the new boroughs, and after complaining of irregula-
rities in the elections, objected to the choice of the Castle as the
place in which the Parliament was to be held, on the ground
that there was gunpowder enough in its vaults to blow up the
whole assembly. Chichester replied that the new boroughs had
had been created by the King's undoubted prerogative, that all
questions relating to elections were subject to the determina-
tion of the House, and that the gunpowder in the Castle had
been removed. Not being satisfied with his argumentative
triumph, the Lord Deputy proceeded to ask ' of what religion

1  Irish Cal iv. 643.

2  Council Register> May u.